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INTRODUCTION
David Bradshaw
This special issue of Faith and Philosophy contains the proceedings of a con-
ference on “Science and Human Nature: Russian and Western Perspec-
tives” held at Baylor University, November 6–8, 2008. The conference was 
organized by the Committee on Dialogue with Russia of the Society of 
Christian Philosophers, in cooperation with the Baylor University Philos-
ophy Department, the Institute of Philosophy of the Russian Academy of 
the Sciences, and the Theological Commission of the Moscow Patriarch-
ate. It was the sixth joint conference of American and Russian philoso-
phers sponsored by the S.C.P., others having previously been held at St. 
Petersburg (1993, 1997), Moscow (2001, 2005), and the University of Notre 
Dame (2003).
The conference was designed to be a meeting both of cultures and of 
academic disciplines, with participants including scientists, philosophers, 
and theologians from the United States, Great Britain, and Russia. Out 
of the sixteen papers presented, twelve have been selected for publica-
tion here. They range from philosophical and historical explorations of the 
mind-body problem (Pruss, Swinburne, Vasilyev, Shokhin), to attempts 
to probe modern science for insights about the relationship of mind and 
body (Lau, Stump) and the unity of human nature (Marcum), to explora-
tions of the patristic and Eastern Orthodox traditions as they bear upon 
human nature (Zheltov, Bradshaw, Fokin, Jacobs, Shmaliy). Although the 
papers vary greatly in topic and disciplinary orientation, some common 
themes did emerge. One was a decided preference for mind-body dual-
ism, at least among those who addressed the topic, as being both philo-
sophically well-grounded and congenial to Christian teaching; another 
was a sense that it is important for philosophy to remain closely in touch 
with historical sources (including, although not limited to, the Christian 
tradition) if it is to avoid being limited by the distinctive values and as-
sumptions of our own age.
The conference was made possible by grants from the John Templeton 
Foundation, the Society of Christian Philosophers, the Baylor Institute for 
Faith and Learning, and the College of Arts and Sciences and Office of the 
Provost of Baylor University. The organizers wish to thank all of these enti-
ties for their generosity, as well as the members of the Baylor University 
Philosophy Department for their hospitality and good conversation. The 
Armstrong-Browning Library at Baylor provided a unique and memorable 
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setting for our deliberations, one that fit well our aspiration to combine an 
awareness of history with contemporary relevance. We are pleased to be 
able to offer the fruit of these deliberations to a wider audience.
University of Kentucky
